authority as the Church's primary 'political' resource. The 'turn to culture' did not mean the complete abandonment of direct engagement with hostile or friendly states, and the end of the Cold War triggered yet another substantial modification in the hierarchy's pattern of relations with presidents, prime ministers and dictators. Nonetheless, the revolution in Catholic self-understanding promised to outlive its major architects, Pope John XXIII, Pope Paul VI (1963-78; b.1897) 
The Revolution That Was Vatican II
In his diplomatic career and tenure as patriarch of Venice before being elected pope, Angelo Roncalli had engaged leaders of Eastern Orthodoxy and Islam, taken the measure of Marxism and its socialist offspring, and welcomed ecumenical stirrings within the Church. Although he disapproved of Marxism, he welcomed the 'caring state', refrained from condemning Communism unequivocally (as had his predecessors) and called on wealthy nations to provide significant assistance to the developing world. As Pope John XXIII, Roncalli set the Church on a truly global mission of justice and peace. He denounced war in the nuclear age as 'an unfit instrument with which to repair the violation of justice'. His social encyclicals, especially Pacem in Terris (1963) , proclaimed 'the universal, inviolable, inalienable rights and duties' of the human person, and presented a moral framework within which socioeconomic rights were woven together with political and civil rights. 'In endorsing this spectrum of rights . . . the pope took the Catholic church into the heart of the United Nations human rights debates', notes J. Bryan Hehir. 'For Pacem in Terris, the foundation and purpose of all rights is the dignity of the human person. The scope of the rights to be endorsed as legitimate moral claims is determined by the specific needs -material and spiritual -each person has to guarantee human dignity.' 1 John XXIII's 'turn to the world' and engagement with the secular human rights tradition might have died with him had he not convened the first ecumenical council of Catholic bishops since Vatican I (1869-70) and only the second since the Reformation-era Council of Trent (1548-63) . With breathtaking swiftness Vatican II changed the Church's attitude toward the modern world. The Council famously described the Church as the biblical 'People of God', declared the Church's openness to and respect for human cultures and affirmed the
